
 
 
 
Kensworth Quarry 
From Martin Sims 

Quarry behind Dunstable Downs 

 
On 26th May I tagged along with the Beds & Luton Geology Group (www.bedsrigs.org.uk) to 
spend a few hours wandering around the quarry behind the downs. We were given a quick 
rundown of the operation before being allowed to spend time in the quarry itself. I looked 
around for flyable areas and I think there's a lot of potential. Here are some of the 
IMHO quite surprising facts: - 
 
They extract 8000 tonnes of chalk a day. This is liquefied into slurry on site: it is already 25% 
water; they add another 10% water, which is sourced (post processed) from the Houghton 
Regis sewage works; they add a special additive to keep it in suspension.  
 
The slurry is pumped down a 57 mile long pipeline to Rugby, where it is used to make 
concrete: there are two underground pipelines, one ten inch diameter and one eleven inches; 
the pipelines are run at 1600 PSI; they pump for 18 hours each day. 
 
They expect to continue extracting for another 31 years, having opened the quarry in 1964. 
 
Can someone remember in thirty years time to get our point of view put 
forward for the closure and finishing plans for the hole?  We might get 
ourselves a very nice, possibly customised, SE facing bowl to fly from. 
 



 

This email was sent to the editor on 21 May: 

 
I'm sorry to report that Gary Cooper had an accident yesterday at Merthyr Common.  He has fractured three 
ribs and sustained a few cuts and bruises too.  He is currently being taken care of in the Prince Charles 
Hospital in Merthyr Tydfil; his condition is stable but not comfortable. 

  
We were both caught out by a thermal coming over the back of the hill which then dragged us forward from 
launch.  He was dragged over the top of the small rocky cliff and fell onto rocks below, a fall of probably 30-40 
feet.  I was luckier and managed to avoid being dragged over.   

  
I'll send out full details tonight when I have sufficient time, I should be able to get an update for you too as I 
have been in full contact with Debbie (his wife). 

  
Regards, Adam. 
 
Update, 3 June: 
Gary has a couple of broken bones in his neck/back; he is waiting for a brace and they won’t let him out of 
bed until he gets it. He broke 4 ribs and punctured a lung (he hasn't had a ciggy since last week!). Despite all 
that he is still his cheery self, when I spoke to him on his mobile just now. He hopes to be out of bed next 
week. (Ed) 
 

Stop press: Gary has his brace and is taking the nurses for walks round the garden... 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Isle of Man TT 30th June 1st July 2007 From Gary Cooper (before broken bones. Ed.) 
 
Pull the other one, I hear you say, but they have posted the dates at last.  

"I thought they would not hold it again, out of respect to my knee. 

But no, they tempt me again, to sail across the sea, maybe this time I can say, I also sailed their 

skies!" 

 

Can I afford it? £160 all in, inc. the £30 entry fee, + 1st prize is a new wing. 

That will pay for the trip anyway. OK who else is up for it then? 

See back of April Skywings for more details. 
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Scottish Borders BP Cup. 
 
The Scottish Borders round of the BP cup ran from Saturday 26

th
 to Tuesday 29

th
 May and was held at the 

base of the Tinto hills.   

 

 

                            Free flying at Broughton 

 

Saturday saw us go to Broughton, where there was much free flying at first as there were lots of big clouds 
around.  A task was called, with the window opening at 3.15pm.  It was an elapsed time task, with the goal 46 
km away.  A few people dribbled over the back thinking it would be the only chance they would get.   Ten 
minutes later a large thermal came through and a gaggle got away.  Two of the gaggle made goal with the 
others further back down the field.  A few more gaggles got away and about five made it to goal.  The retrieve 
was quick and easy with everyone down the same road.  Dave Snowdon won the day with fastest into goal. 

 
Sunday was canned due to rain, everyone went off and found things to do. 
 

 

                              Waiting for briefing on Tinto 
 



Monday, we all went off to Tinto where the wind was strong but it was possible to fly.  The task was set with 
the window opening at 13.15.  Another elapsed time task, start was 2km downwind of the hill and the goal line 
was 26km away from that.  Most of the field went off in the first thermal, many landed before getting to 
goal, the rest of the pilots leaving in small clusters.  Fifteen people made it across the goal line, with four 
people reaching goal for the first time.  Steve Nash won the day. 
 
 
Tuesday, we went back to Broughton to sit at the top of the hill in the rain.  After an hour we moved to White 
Hill to walk up and sit in the rain again.  Most people had a flight and there was lots of wing swapping.  A task 
was eventually called, with the window opening at 5 o'clock but it was cancelled at 5.30pm due to the 
rain getting heavier! 

 
The overall results were:- 

 
First place - Steve Nash,  
Second - Pat Dower, 
Third - Dave Snowdon, 
First lady - Tanya Ephgrave. 
Best new comer - Kirsty Cameron (provided by local club) 

 
Tanya Ephgrave 
Nova Ra 
 
 
 
Keith is instructing and working on the Isle of Wight. 
Here are some beautiful pictures (the scenery anyway) that he sent (Ed.) 

 

  

  
 

 
 



Pictures from Gary Cooper: 

 

 

 

 

Last summer, I went to Walton on 

the Naze. I met up with a couple of 

guys from the Mighty Wessex. I 

took this picture of Mark, flying 

the cliff, and noticed the seagull 

just above his  

head. 

  

 

 

 

This picture is when I was at 

Ringstead Bay last June. It was my 

first time at a coastal site.  

A nice flight and bags of room to 

play. 

  

 

 

 

A lovely day at Bo Peep in April. 



 

 

Blorenge at the BCC. A good day 

for thermals but very light winds. 

  

The next day was from Merthyr. 

Adam and I both got away that day. 

Adam did well on both days, 

getting 6k on Saturday, and 8k on 

Sunday. Had I known, I could have 

declared both my scores and 

included my top to bottom at the 

Blorenge, for a better total. 

 

Never mind, better luck next time? 

  

 
 
 
 
 

Taken by Markus in 1955 when hang gliding was still popular at Dunstable. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

DHPC Committee members

post name phone 1 phone 2 email 
Auditor Bill Bell 01727 858 698 07768 028899 auditor@dhpc.info 

Ups & Downs Editor John Cardiff 07899 843799  newseditor@dhpc.info 

Chairman Keith Clapson 0779 3818875  chairman@dhpc.info 

Membership Secretary Adam Collis 01582 629594 07790 590949 secretary@dhpc.info 

PG Competitions Gary Cooper 01442 877750 07968 871484 pcomps@dhpc.info 

Safety Officer Keith (Kenny) Eaton 01908 604621 0794 9709097 safety@dhpc.info 

HG Competitions Gary Freedman 01923 858287  hcomps@dhpc.info 

Lead PG Coach Richard Greaves 01525 221283 07776 346086 leadpcoach@dhpc.info 

Webmaster John Russell Lancaster 01462 615 063 0778 777 0398 webmaster@dhpc.info 

Treasurer Peter Large 01844 214854  treasurer@dhpc.info 

Social Secretary Ian Lemmis 01908 271075  social@dhpc.info 

Liaison Sharpenhoe and Chinor Greg Leveridge 01525 715 656  scliaison@dhpc.info 

Dunstable Site Liaison Matt Moore 0208 367 8068 07753 123618 lgcliaison@dhpc.info 

Lead HG Coach Paul Seminara 01494 873888  leadhcoach@dhpc.info 

Club Secretary Martin Sims 01525 633 536  secretary@dhpc.info 

 
 

 
 
 

Ps. Gary is asking if someone could do his BCC duties for a short while. 
Give Gary a ring on 07968 871484 
Thanks 
 
 
 

DHPC Coaching Scheme 

The Dunstable Hang gliding & Paragliding Club has an active coaching scheme which aims to help 

new low airtime pilots in a club to gain enough experience to safely fly unsupervised on any site 

throughout the UK. In that respect the club organises various coaching events throughout the year to 

assist new pilots in our club. This may be dedicated flying weekends away at other suitable sites e.g. 

Rhossili/Pandy/Blorenge in Wales, or it may be lectures and exams at Club nights, as well as 

parachute packing, where everyone needs coaching! 

The main coaching done throughout the club is just to come out flying with either the club coaches 

themselves or talking/flying with more experienced pilots. It's no use just sitting at home every 

weekend with the ink still wet on your Club Pilot certificate, just waiting for someone to phone you 

to come flying. You must get in touch with the coaches on a Thursday or preferably Friday night , 

after the evening weather forecast, to find out where everyone is going at the weekend. We leave it 

entirely up to you to get in touch with us! 

Most of the keen pilots meet at Dunstable for breakfast at the weekends at 8-9am; then we either fly 

at the downs or share transport and drive to other sites, depending on wind direction and forecast, 

and then return later that evening. 

The only sure way to progress in this sport is to fly regularly; the majority of low airtime pilots 

joining our club drop out in the first year. We never see you at the top of the hill on good flying 

days! Where are you? You have spent over £2000 on lessons and a new glider, yet you never come 

flying. Why? 



Lesson 1: Contact the club coaches on a Friday night 

Lesson 2: Meet at Dunstable the following morning 

Lesson 3: Travel with a more experienced pilot/coach who can take you to other sites that he/she 

knows well. 

Lesson 4: Spend the day flying! 

Lesson 5: Try to wipe the grin off you face that evening after a great day!  

Contact any of the club coaches listed below, they will be only too pleased to give any advice needed. 

name role 
 

located phone 1 phone 2 email 

Andy Scott Hang Gliding Club Coach 
  

020 8959 8117 
 

10up@10up.homechoice.co.uk 

Gary Freedman Hang Gliding Club Coach 
 
Radlett Herts 01923 858287 

 
gary@garyfreedman.com 

Bill Bell Hang Gliding Club Coach 
 
St Albans Herts 01727 858 698 

07768 
028899 

billb@ukonline.co.uk 

Matt Moore HG Coaching Rep 
 
Enfield Middlesex 0208 367 8068 

07753 
123618 

mattmoore@btinternet.com 

Paul Seminara HG Lead Club Coach 
  

01494 873888 
 

Paul@Seminara.freeserve.co.uk 

Richard Greaves HG & Pg Senior Coach 
 
Totternhoe Beds 01525 221283 

07776 
346086 

richard.greaves@freestone.co.uk 

Keith (Kenny) Eaton Paragliding Club Coach 
 
Milton Keynes  01908 604621 

0794 
9709097 

k.eaton@eu.hns.com 

Peter Large Paragliding Club Coach 
 
Long Marston Herts 01844 214854 

 
peterjlarge@hotmail.com 

Gary Cooper Paragliding Club Coach 
 
Berkhamsted  01442 877750 

07968 
871484 

coopstar@ntlworld.com 

Keith Clapson Paragliding Club Coach 
 
Milton Keynes  0779 3818875 

 
keith.clapson@btinternet.com 

Tanya Ephgrave Paragliding Club Coach 
 
Milton Keynes  07971 522192 

 
t_ephgrave@hotmail.com 

 

 

Events Calendar 

Wed 13
th
 June (8:00 pm)  Club Social Evening  Farmers Boy in Kensworth.   

 

Sat 30
th
 June  

 

Airways Airsports Isle of Man TT 

Just wanted to let you know we're running our annual competition in the Isle of Man again this year. 

It'll be a two day event from Saturday 30th June to Sunday 1st July. Our main sponsors Airways-

Airsports are giving away a brand new Ozone paraglider as first prize and there'll be plenty more 

prizes and gifts from Airways, Ozone and Cross Country magazine. Jocky Sanderson, Chris Dawes 

and Andrew Rastall are coming to help run the event and Jocky will be entertaining us all with 

lectures and film shows. The cost is £160 including entry fee and just about everything else thrown 

in; ferry, transport and retrieves, luxury 4 star hotel, the works. All you need do is turn up with your 

glider - no car required! The main venue, Snaefell mountain has an electric tram to the top with a 

bar and cafe at the summit 2,036 ft. The event will also form a round of the British Clubs 

Championship and if there's enough interest from the Celtic nations, we could well run the Celtic 

cup again too. 

manxtt@mac.com 

www.airways-airsports.com/IOMTT 

 

 

Sun 29
th
 July (1:23 am)  Dunstable Downs Kite Festival  Dunstable Downs  


